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“The Cleansing Power of the Triune God” 

I Cor. 6:9-11 

Nick Wilson 

 

Good morning and welcome back to week three of our four 

part mini series entitled Homosexuality and the Church: The 

Biblical Witness and the Christian response. Our first week was 

spent in Genesis 2 identifying God’s blueprint for gender and 

sexuality. Last week we were in Leviticus and saw that Israel’s law 

code re-affirmed the exclusive sexual ethic established at creation. 

As you probably have noticed with both those sermons, there was a 

heavy emphasis upon what the Bible says about the nature of 

homosexual behavior. Remember our question this series has been: 

 

[Slide 2] 

 “Is homosexuality a sin that needs to be repented of, 

forsaken, and forgiven, or, given the right context and commitment, 

can we consider same-sex sexual intimacy a blessing worth 

celebrating and solemnizing?”
1
 

 

I have done my best to demonstrate from Genesis 2 and Leviticus 

18 that there can be no context where same-sex sexual intimacy 

should be blessed celebrated and solemnized. Rather the Biblical 

witness is clear that homosexuality, in all its forms, is a sin that 

needs to be repented of, forsaken, and forgiven. 

 

This morning will be a little different in that half of our time will be 

spent addressing the Bible’s witness to the nature of homosexuality 

in I Corinthians 6 and the second half will answer the question 

maybe many of you are asking, “well, now what?” 
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In both parts I hope to exult the cleansing power of our Triune God. 

All three persons of the Trinity are present in verse 11; and they all 

have a glorious role in making proud, unrighteous, idolaters into 

washed, sanctified, and justified saints of God. No sin is too great 

that cannot be conquered by the love of God. No stain is too 

permanent that cannot be washed by the blood of Jesus. No chain is 

too strong that cannot be broken by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

[Slide 3] 

My desire this morning is that everyone here and anyone listening 

would take hold of the hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ, lay down 

your rebellion, and experience the cleansing power of the triune 

God. This cleansing power is not just for those who have yet to put 

their trust in Christ – it is also for those who are trusting in Christ. 

We need this power not once in our lives but every day of our lives 

for the rest of our lives. 

 

So what is this power capable of overcoming? 

 

Let’s turn to our text 

 [Read I Cor. 6:9-11] 

 

A few things I’ll say about this text off the bat. 

 

1. There’s a lot at stake here 

 

Paul is making the assertion that certain types of people will not 

have an inheritance in the eternal kingdom of almighty God. The 

kingdom of God is the place of God’s unique and special blessing 

and it’s accessible both in this life and in the life to come. Many of 

us are familiar with the Lord’s prayer: “…your kingdom come: 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” 
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When God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven, God’s kingdom 

is breaking in. And where God and his purposes prevail, peace and 

blessing triumph. All sin is a violation of God’s will and treason 

against the kingdom. And it is for this reason that treasonous rebels 

have no part of God’s kingdom. 

 

2. We can be deceived on this point 

 

Consider the beginning of verse 9: “Or do you not know…” Paul 

assumes that the Corinthian church should know the consequences 

of treason in God’s kingdom. In the last chapter, the church in 

Corinth was celebrating sexual sin rather than condemning it: 

 1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, 

and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among 

the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 

 2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, 

so that the one who had done this deed would be removed 

from your midst. 

 

Rather than removing the one who persisted in sin from their midst, 

they were proud and permissive. The Corinthian church should 

have known better, but they didn’t. Why? They were deceived. “Do 

not be deceived…” Like the church in Corinth, the church today 

can be deceived as to what patterns of behavior exclude someone 

from the kingdom of God. Notice I said ‘patterns’ of behavior. The 

list in verses 9-10 describe lifestyles of sin and not incidences of 

sin.  

This is a very important distinction. This list is describing life-

characterizing behaviors. For those who are in Christ and members 

of God’s kingdom, sin does not characterize their lives. Is there a 

genuine struggle against sin? Yes, but that sin doesn’t characterize 

the kind of person they are. Idolatry, fornication (sex outside of 

marriage), drunkenness, theft – these things have no place among a 

holy people; how could they be a pattern of someone’s life who 

professes faith in Christ? – they can’t be. 

 

Don’t be deceived, Trinity. God is not permissive towards sin and 

neither should we be. Keep in mind though, that this warning was 

written to the church for the church. We cannot nor should not be 

surprised when people outside the church characterized by such 

things. We should be surprised and grieved when people who claim 

to be inside the church are characterized by such things. What 

characterizes your life? 

 

Before I focus in on a single word in these 3 verses, let me just 

iterate that the behavior that this word describes is no more or less 

heinous in God’s sight than the rest in the list. The only reason why 

I’m going to emphasize this point is because it’s the topic of our 

mini series and the center of much recent debate inside and outside 

the church. 

 

If you are sitting here this morning, claiming to be a Christian but 

go home and get drunk every weekend; or are involved a sexual 

relationship with someone who is not your spouse; or take 

advantage of people, businesses or governments by cheating them 

out of money; or treasure work, fishing, or family more than God, if 

your life is characterized by any of these things, you’re not off the 

hook this morning. Be warned. Do not be deceived, you will not 

inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Among the terms describing drunkenness, adultery, swindling, and 

idolatry we find two words whose meanings are slightly more 

obscure to modern translators. Arsenkoitēs and malakos appear at 

the end of verse 9 and are translated in most modern translators as 

“homosexuals,” or as “men who practice homosexuality.” 
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 NIV: “men who have sex with men” 

 ESV: “men who practice homosexuality” 

 NAS: “effeminate, nor homosexuals” 

 NKJ: “homosexuals, nor sodomites” 

 

Malakos is literally translated ‘soft,’ which is likely a euphemism 

either for males who are effeminate as indicated in the NAS or to 

describe an aspect of the homosexual lifestyle. Unfortunately time 

doesn’t permit me from exploring this term in greater detail. Instead 

I will focus on the term Arsenkoitēs because I believe the 

translation of the term to be much more clear. 

 

[Slide 4] 

Arsenkoitēs is unique for a few reasons: 

o Comprised of two words: arsen + koitēs 

o Arsen = older, Greek term for ‘male’ 

o Koitē = ‘bed’ 

o First time Arsenkoitēs shows up in extant Greek literature is 

here in I Cor. 6. It’s used in I Tim. 1:10 and two other 

places in early Christian literature
2
 

o Every usage exists with in a list of vices. So we know it’s 

bad but lists can’t give us enough context to define the 

activity. 

 

Some insist that his word is too obscure. They agree that it denotes 

some form of same-sex behavior but not the kind we have today. 

Pederasty, cult prostitution, or rape would be better translations than 

the broader and more modern term: homosexuality. To associate to 

term with what we now know as homosexuality would be 

anachronistic because, they claim, same-sex behavior in the first 
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century looked nothing like the committed, consensual, and equal-

class same-sex relationships we have today.  

 

[Slide 5] 

But is it so obscure? I want to show you a verse from Leviticus 

20:13: “καὶ ὶς ὶν κοιμηθὶ μετὶ �ρσενος κοίτην γυναικός“ 

LXX. This is taken from the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible, 

known as the Septuagint. 

 

We know from several other places in the NT, Paul was very well 

acquainted with the LXX. Most of the OT quotes are taken directly 

or indirectly from the LXX. What we see here are the two words 

that comprise the term positioned right next to each other, 

describing a prohibited sexual sin (see last week’s sermon): male-

male sex. The moral objection in Leviticus is to the nature of the 

behavior itself. Men are suppose to have sex with women not with 

other men. 

 

The same sentiment is being communicated in Paul’s usage in I 

Cor. 6. 

 

It’s pretty clear in I Cor. 6 that, if it hadn’t been invented already in 

reference to Leviticus 20, Paul summarizes this prohibition by 

coining the term, Arsenkoitēs. A broad term that represents any and 

all same-sex sexual behavior. 

In case there is any doubt that Paul wasn’t referring to Leviticus 20 

but had broader Greek culture in mind where same-sex abuses were 

abundant, let me debunk the myth that the Greco-Roman world was 

unaware of consensual, committed, equal-class same-sex 

relationships 

 

Classicists professor Thomas K. Hubbard has edited a 558 pg 

volume of primary source documents entitled Homosexuality in 
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Greece and Rome: A Sourcebook of Basic Documents. Contained in 

it are descriptions of sexual abuses to be sure, but there are also 

accounts of life-long, same-sex lovers as well as gender-malleable 

‘marriages’ in 1
st
 Century Rome.

3
  

 

I’ll end with this quote from the late Louis Crompton who identified 

as a gay man and a pioneer in queer studies.
4
 

 

Nowhere does Paul or any other Jewish writer of this period 

imply the least acceptance of same-sex relations under any 

circumstances. The idea that homosexuals might be 

redeemed by mutual devotion would have been wholly 

foreign to Paul or any Jew or early Christian.
5
 

 

The case simply cannot be made here in I Cor. 6 or anywhere in 

Scripture that the Biblical witness is anything but clear about its 

position with any and all forms of same-sex behavior. 

 

[Slide 6] 

Ok Nick, you’ve made your point: homosexuality is a sin. So where 

does that leave us? 
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Remember, the danger we run in focusing on a particular sin 

prohibited in Scripture is to make that sin bigger or ‘badder’ than 

other sins. And that’s simply not the case. All sin is sin. All sin is 

treasonous to God and his kingdom. And all of us, in our natural 

state, are treasonous sinners by nature and by choice.  

 

There is a prevailing opinion that sin is something that harms me or 

someone else. So, so long as I’m not harming anyone, ‘what’s the 

big deal?’ The problem with this view is that it fails at one crucial 

point: who defines harm? The problem with sin is that it blinds us – 

it keeps us from discerning what is harmful and what is helpful. We 

can’t trust our hearts because, as the prophet Jeremiah says, “the 

heart is deceitful and wicked none can know it.” Sin keeps us from 

being able to judge things that are truly harmful and helpful. 

 

Fortunately God has given us his Word so that we can know what 

sin is. No sin is helpful. All sin hurts us and hurts others – even 

when we don’t think it does. We were created in God’s image. We 

were created to glorify God. When we fail to glorify him as we 

ought, we don’t just violate God’s Word, we violate our humanity 

and our image-bearing prerogatives. 

 

Since birth, every one of us fail to image God as we should. Maybe 

you can’t find your particular sin in verses 9 or 10, but you’re in 

here. None of us were born inheriting the kingdom of God. All of us 

“have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is 

none who does good, there is not even one” (Rom. 3:12). 

 

You can go ahead and circle the word, ‘idolaters,’ because that’s 

every one of us. Idolatry isn’t just worshiping a wooden statue in 

your home. Idolatry is anything that we treasure and worship in our 

hearts more than God. Is God always supreme in your affections 
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and the center of your worship? No? You’re an idolater. We’re all 

guilty. 

 

God is not anti-gay, Scripture is not anti-gay, I’m not anti-gay. To 

suggest otherwise would completely miss the point of the message 

of the Bible. God is anti-sin, however and so must we be.  

Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters nor 

adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, 

nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, 

will inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

In case there was any pride that welled up in the hearts in the 

Corinthian church, Paul goes on, “And such were some of you.” 

What a glorious six words. “Church, you were characterized by 

these things. This was your identity for many of you.” So what 

happened? What changed? 

 

But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 

Spirit of our God. 

 

Everything changed. And the change owes wholly to the gracious, 

triune God of the universe. Notice the sequence: 

Washed=>Sanctified=>Justified 

 

Washed: Once ritually and morally unclean, impure, and defiled. 

Under the old covenant, sacrifice upon sacrifice, washing upon 

washing was needed to draw near to God. In Christ we become 

clean, pure and undefiled. We are washed once by the blood of 

Christ and are made clean in the sight of God. 

 

Sanctified: This word may strike some of you as a little odd 

because sanctification in the NT is typically associated with an 

ongoing work of the Spirit in our lives that produces spiritual 

growth. Paul uses it a little differently here. If you’d like, you can 

turn back to I Cor. 1:2. I’ll read it for us:  

 

To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every 

place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and 

ours. 

 

The commas here represent, not four different types of audiences, 

but one audience with four titles which are more or less equivalent: 

 

Church of God = those sanctified = saints by calling = those who 

call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

So how is Paul using the term ‘sanctified’ here in chapter 6? 

Probably the same way he’s using it in chapter 1. “You were 

washed, but you were sanctified: that is you have a new, saintly 

calling.” 

 

Justified: This term refers to our judicial standing before God. 

Where once our sin stood between us and God, that sin and its 

punishment has been taken away so that we can be reconciled to 

God. How, how is all this accomplished? How can we be washed, 

sanctified and justified? 

 

“In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and in the Sprit of our God.” 

 

The passive voice behind the verbs washed, sanctified, and justified 

is important because it means that we’re not the ones doing it. I’m 

not washing myself, I’m not sanctifying myself, I’m not justifying 

myself. God the Father washes, sanctifies, justifies. And he does it 

both in the name of Jesus and in the Spirit of our God. 
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The Father initiates this work, Jesus secures the work and the Spirit 

completes the work.  

 

[Read Romans 3:21-26] 

 

The Father begins the work by putting forth his Son, Jesus as a 

propitiation (wrath-absorbing sacrifice) for our sin. This way, God 

can be both just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus 

Christ. Where the Father puts forward his Son, Jesus embraces the 

cross, dies, and rises again to secure redemption for anyone who 

puts their full trust and faith in Christ. 

 

But this work of our being washed, sanctified, and justified is 

incomplete without the Holy Spirit. Without the Spirit of God, we’d 

have no grantee of an inheritance, no power to fight indwelling sin, 

no internal spiritual testimony of our adoption, no abiding joy in the 

midst of trial, no remembrance of the words of Christ, no power to 

proclaim the gospel with confidence, no love, no joy, no peace, no 

patience, no kindness, no goodness, no faithfulness, no gentleness, 

no self control.  

 

Oh how we need the Spirit of our God!  

 

Only the triune God of the Bible can do the work described in I Cor. 

6:11 – the Father-initiating, Son-securing, Spirit-completing work 

of transforming treacherous you-and-me-type sinners into washed, 

sanctified, justified saints of God. 

 

There is no boasting here. The only boasting we have is in the cross 

of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

A word to the church: 

 

Church, we are no better than our homosexual relatives, neighbors, 

or co-workers - so don’t pretend to be. Their sin is not worse than 

yours, more scary than yours, more destructive than yours – don’t 

act like it is.  

 

If we want to be salt and light in this world. If we want to have any 

part of the advancement of the kingdom of God through the 

proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, we need to engage, not 

just homosexuals, but all kinds of people. Be kind to gay people. 

Associate with gay people. Forge friendships with gay people.  

 

If what I just said really made you uncomfortable or rubbed you the 

wrong way, repent of your pride and hypocrisy. It is the joy of all 

Christians to hold out and model the hope of the gospel to those 

who are perishing. Never forget: “such were some of you.” 

 

Point of clarification: I’m not telling you to approve of their sin or 

celebrate their sin. Accept them where they’re at. Don’t be unloving 

or unkind, but don’t deny them the opportunity to be reconciled to 

God either. 

 

There’s a popular maxim: love the sinner hate the sin. This is okay, 

but it’s a bit too one sided. Recently some have suggested we 

amend this maxim to read: love the sinner hate my sin. This too is 

one sided. We are to love the sinner and hate all sin. Love what is 

good; hate what is evil. My sin, your sin – it doesn’t really matter. 

Sin is sin and if we claim Christ, we can never be permissive 

towards anyone’s sin, ours least of all. 

 
3
Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not 

notice the log that is in your own eye? 
4
Or how can you say to your 

brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the 
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log in your own eye? 
5 

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 

own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your 

brother’s eye. (Matt. 7:3-5) 

 

Loving people means doing everything you can to make them 

happy. For Christians, we know that the only way that anyone can 

be truly happy is if they know the Lord. So we are committed to 

work tirelessly so that everyone we know will be happy – truly 

happy in God. Christian, love your neighbor, gay or straight. 

 

A word to those struggling with SSA: 

 

If you find yourself struggling with SSA and are becoming 

increasingly discouraged by it. You know what the Bible says and 

you want to obey God but you don’t know how it’s possible when 

you feel like you do towards members of the same sex. “Does God 

hate me? Am I going to hell?” you ask. 

 

Let me encourage you with these four things: 

1. It’s not the inclination towards sin (sexual or otherwise) that 

excludes people from the kingdom of God; it’s lifestyles that 

are permissive and accepting of sin that exclude people from 

the kingdom of God. So long as your chief desire is to honor 

and obey God, so long as your struggle is a struggle, take 

hope – God’s Spirit is at work. 

2. If you are in Christ, you are not your sin. Sin is not your 

identity. Sainthood is your identity. Who you feel attracted 

to is not who you are – this is a lie. There is no such thing as 

a gay Christian. You’re not a gay Christian. You’re a 

Christian who struggles with SSA; you’re washed, 

sanctified, and justified. 

3. If you have struggled against this in your own strength and 

continue to fail, turn from your sin of self-reliance and trust 

in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Rest in his finished work and 

stand on the promises of God purchased for you by the 

blood of Christ. Be filed with the Spirit and walk in his 

power 

4. If you feel alone, you’re not. “No temptation has seized you 

except what is common to man” (I Cor. 10:13) Don’t be 

silent. Please talk to a trusted parent, pastor or friend who 

will pray for and encourage you in your struggle. You can’t 

do this alone 

 

Never lose hold of these 3 things about God 

1. He is sovereign 

2. He is powerful 

3. He works for your good 

 

A word to those who identify as gay: 

 

If you’ve already embraced this lifestyle and reject God’s 

prohibitions, there is gospel hope for you if you are willing to 

receive it. The call of the gospel is not a call to return to your life 

before you ‘came out.’ It doesn’t call us backwards; it calls us 

forward into a new life, a transformed life. 

 

At this moment, the sin keeping you from God’s gracious 

forgiveness is not your sexuality, it’s your pride. You don’t know 

better than God. God is God, you are not, but you want to think you 

are. Your heart has deceived you into believing your sin really isn’t 

a big deal. It is. It’s treason. Lay down your rebellion, lay down 

your pride, lay down your sin. I know, it seems impossible. It is. 

Fortunately our God is the God of impossibilities. Repent, trust and 

rest in the gospel of peace. 
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This call for repentance is not just for the homosexual but for 

everyone who has yet to trust in finished work of Jesus Christ. Our 

sin is our identity before we lay it down at the foot of the cross. 

Have you laid down your sin? Are you fighting against God? Are 

you deceiving yourself into believing that God is permissive and 

accepting of your sin? He’s not. Lay down your sin. Lay down your 

pride. Lay down your rebellion and experience the cleansing power 

of our triune God.  
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Slides: 

1. Title & Text 

2. Is homosexuality a sin that needs to be repented of, 

forsaken, and forgiven, or, given the right context and 

commitment, can we consider same-sex sexual intimacy a 

blessing worth celebrating and solemnizing?
6
 

3. Take hold of the hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ, lay 

down your rebellion, and experience the cleansing power of 

the triune God. 

4. Arsenkoitēs = arsen (‘male’) + koitē (‘bed’) 

5. “…meta arsenos koitēn gunaikos” (Lev. 20:13 LXX) 

6. Slide 3 
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